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Introduction to the day
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s
presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on the
first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers
us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed into a
community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is
in need.
---GATHERING--The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
ZOOM NARTHEX TIME
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Pastor Ruth Hamilton
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.
We thank you, risen Christ,
for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,
like rains to our thirsting earth,
like streams that revive our souls,
like cups of cool water shared with strangers.
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ.
Cleanse our hearts.
Shower us with life.
To you be given all praise,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God,
now and forever.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

ELW 384
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor Ruth Hamilton
Let us pray.
Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of Christ
among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

---WORD--God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35

Kelly Kraus

While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian
community shared what they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who
were in need.
A reading from Acts.
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed
private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With
great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great
grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.
32

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 133

John Womack

How good and pleasant it is to live together in unity. (Ps. 133:1)
How good and how pleas- | ant it is,
when kindred live togeth- | er in unity!
2
It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down up- | on the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar | of his robe. R
3
It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the | hills of Zion.
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life for- | evermore. R
1

SECOND READING: 1 John 1:1--2:2

Kelly Kraus

The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our confessed
reality has been sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ’s death so that we
live in fellowship with Christ and walk in God’s light.
A reading from 1 John.
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with
our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—2this
life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was
with the Father and was revealed to us—3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that
you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his
Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.
5
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in
him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking
in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all
sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess
our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in
us.
1

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning
sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.
2:1

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 102)

Pastor Ruth Hamilton

Alleluia. Blessed are those who | have not seen* and yet have come | to believe.
Alleluia. (John 20:29)
GOSPEL: John 20:19-31
The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to Thomas
offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord.
The holy gospel according to St. John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Pastor Ruth Hamilton

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
19

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I
see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in
his side, I will not believe.”
26
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my
side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to
him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have come to believe.”
24

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son
of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
30

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Pastor Ruth Hamilton

HYMN OF THE DAY
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Kelly Kraus

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
A brief silence.
You shower your church with grace, O God. Unite the whole church on earth, so that with one
heart it testifies to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon the mountains, refresh your
creation. Restore waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing moisture to parched land. Give
your whole creation the promise of new life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their peoples in the
ways of your love. Defeat in us our impulse to war. Bestow the peace of Christ upon those in
authority and breathe upon them the Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. Give us the power of your generous
Spirit, that we provide for the needs of others (specific needs may be named). Announce your
peace to those who are lonely, hurting, suffering, or afraid.
Holy God, we pray especially for:
• Jennifer and Sandy; Rosie; Linda; Gail.
• Gary Knobel; Tim Mercier; Corey and Cassie Holdrich and family; Diane Hagen.
• John Jones; Al Kates; JoAnn; Scott Beal; Barbara Aiken; Sharla Hanson.
• Jack Bergeson; Leisa Wiggley; Jeff Miller; Margaret Shortreed; Jeff Smith.
• Charlene Adams; Officer Max Brewer; Julie Boyer; Genet (Gun-net) Johnson’s family.
• Buster Lanham; Robert and Betty; Sister Roberta; Sandy Staven; Cherie Mason.
• June Hix; Trudy Hanson; Patti Austin; Charlie Kuni.
• Steve Robinson; Rick Robinson.
• All healthcare workers.
• The underemployed and unemployed.
• All family members and friends who have COVID.
• Children, parents, teachers, and school administrators.
• All Saints’ Call Committee.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community of All Saints Lutheran Church.
Shine the light of the risen Christ in our life together, so that we live in love for one another and
our joy may be complete. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and remembrance, we recall the lives and gifts
of those who now live in endless joy Melvin Lee Pearson, Sr. Unite us with them in resurrection
hope. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Pastor Ruth Hamilton

---MEAL--God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
https://www.aplos.com/aws/give/AllSaintsLutheranChurch1/general
OFFERING of Bread and Wine
Preparing your bread and wine
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of love,
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
+GREAT THANKSGIVING
+DIALOGUE (ELW p. 107)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
+PREFACE (ELW p. 108)
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

Pastor Ruth Hamilton

All
Kelly Kraus

Pastor Ruth Hamilton

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
+HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 108)

John Womack

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Pastor Ruth Hamilton
Holy, living, and loving God,
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood,
for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery,
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.
We give you thanks for Jesus
who, living among us,
healed the sick,
fed the hungry,
and with a love stronger than death,
gave his life for others.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life-giving death and glorious resurrection,
we await your promised life for all this dying world.

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:
carry us in your arms from death to life,
that we may live as your chosen ones,
clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.
+LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ invites us to this table.
Come, eat and be satisfied.
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond: Amen
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 112)

John Womack

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
Pastor Ruth Hamilton
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace unto life
everlasting.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Wellspring of joy,
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,
and send us as joyful witnesses,
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Kelly Kraus

---SENDING--God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
SENDING SONG

Pastor Ruth Hamilton

ELW 548
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DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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---PRAYER LIST--❖ Jennifer & Sandy; Rosie; Linda; Gail (relatives and friends of Cherie Mason) - for
healing and recovery from various health issues; patience and reassurance in dealing with
medical procedures and diagnoses.
❖ Gary Knobel (friend of Joanne Heckman), recently diagnosed with cancer.
❖ Tim Mercier (friend of Al Kates), in need of a liver transplant.
❖ Corey Holdrich and Family (Joyce and John’s son), protection for Corey and Cassie who
have COVID; safety for children Jack and Vivi.
❖ Diane Hagen (friend of Sue Martinson), for healing from severe injuries sustained in a
car accident.
❖ John Jones, for healing and recovery from cellulitis.
❖ Al Kates, for healing and recovery from knee replacement surgery.
❖ JoAnn (Martha Wooden’s sister-in-law), for healing and recovery from pneumonia and
COVID. JoAnn also has Parkinson’s Disease. Now in rehab, COVID is not contagious
and pneumonia is not affecting her breathing.
❖ Scott Beal (brother of a co-worker of Kevin Swanson), for healing from a broken back
sustained in a serious auto accident. Thanksgiving that he was stabilized and taken off
life support oxygen so surgery could take place and that he moved his legs for the first
time. He is still in ICU but his wife is now allowed to visit. There are many hurdles
ahead but it appears he may pull through which the family takes as a result of the many
prayers and positive thoughts sent their way.
❖ Barbara Aiken (87 year old friend of Rica Kelly), for healing and relief from pain while
recovering from a broken femur as a result of a fall. She has now returned
home. Prayers for her family as Barbara is very confused as to what has happened.
❖ Sharla Hanson (sister of Sheila Wagner), for healing and recovery at home from recent
surgery for internal bleeding.
❖ Jack Bergeson (brother-in-law of Sue Martinson), thanksgiving for successful heart valve
replacement after a recent heart attack, prayers for healing and recovery.
❖ Leisa Wiggley, (sewing friend of many at ASLC) for strength and courage in her ongoing
battle with pancreatic cancer.
❖ Jeff Miller (nephew-in-law of Sue Martinson), thanksgiving for successful surgery for
recurrence of bladder cancer, prayers for healing and recovery.
❖ Margaret Shortreed (friend of Laura Trittin), for a living kidney donor to be found as she
has Stage 4 kidney disease.
❖ Jeff Smith (cousin of Joann Rosselle), strength and courage in dealing with Stage 4
pancreatic cancer.
❖ Charlene Adams, patience in waiting for knee replacement surgery to be scheduled and
dealing with loneliness.
❖ Officer Max Brewer, thanksgiving for healing of his left leg; for patience and resolve in
dealing with further surgery on his right leg - earlier surgeries were not successful.
❖ Julie Boyer, prayers for healing during radiation treatments for breast cancer.
❖ Protection for the family of Genet (Gun-net) Johnson (Blandon’s wife), who have been
caught up in violence in Ethiopia. Prayers for peace and comfort for the family of Genet’s
cousin, a government worker who was shot and killed in front of his wife and children.
❖ Buster Lanham (brother-in-law of Angela Kates), strength and patience while undergoing
additional chemo for inoperable Stage 2 pharyngeal cancer; his condition has worsened.

❖ Robert (nephew of Betty Bradford), recovery after surgery and other major health
concerns, including the need for a kidney transplant; also for his 85 year-old mother
Betty (sister-in-law of Betty Bradford), who is his caregiver.
❖ Sister Roberta, for renewed strength, energy, and patience in daily activities.
❖ Sandy Staven, thanksgiving for her progress after hip replacement surgery.
❖ Cherie Mason, gratitude for how well she is doing and mercy for continued healing with
chemo for another 18 weeks.
❖ June Hix, for help with knee pain which causes difficulty in walking; for relief from
lupus pain; for strength in caring for her brother Carl, who needs open-heart surgery.
❖ Trudy Hanson, for healing as she undergoes four weeks of radiation, five days a week,
for breast cancer.
❖ Patti Austin, for comfort, peace, reassurance and trust as she grieves the passing of
Hilton.
❖ Charlie Kuni, for patience in waiting for further heart and arterial procedures to be
scheduled.
❖ Steve Robinson (brother of Rick Robinson), for healing and recovery from a recent heart
attack and bleeding complications; thanksgiving that he is doing better with dialysis and
for the prayers of this congregation.
❖ Rick Robinson (Sandra Robinson’s husband), for healing and recovery from recent
shoulder surgery which was related to an auto accident last year; thanksgiving that
surgery was less extensive than expected and that he will be in a sling three weeks rather
than six.
❖ Prayers for children, parents, teachers, and school administrators, for guidance, wisdom,
and cooperation in making wise decisions for all, including end-of-school year activities.
❖ Prayers for All Saints’ Call Committee, as they schedule interviews with prospective
pastoral candidates.
❖ Peace and comfort for the Pearson Family of Riverdale, GA on the passing of Melvin Lee
Pearson, Sr., from COVID. Prayers especially for his widow, Pat. This request was
submitted by Pamela E. Earl, friend of All Saints congregation.

