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Introduction to the day
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God moved
over the waters. Both the Gospel according to St. Mark and the story in Acts make clear that it is
the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us
as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ mission
to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace.
---GATHERING--The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
ZOOM NARTHEX TIME
CONGREGATIONAL NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

9:50-10:05 am
Lisette Branscomb
Congregational President

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Pastor Ruth Hamilton

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG (ELW p. 98)
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor Ruth Hamilton
Let us pray.
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us
in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
---WORD--God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5
Lisa Mitchell
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar story was
good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good news
for us. God created and continues to create new life.
A reading from Genesis.
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.
3
Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good;
and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
1

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 29
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3)
Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength.
2
Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness.
3
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the | mighty waters.
4
The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. R
5
The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon;
6
the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox.
7
The voice | of the LORD
bursts forth in | lightning flashes.
1
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The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. R
9
The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare.
And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!”
10
The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore.
11
O LORD, give strength | to your people;
give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace. R
8

SECOND READING: Acts 19:1-7
Lisa Mitchell
In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had never
heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the Holy
Spirit comes upon them and empowers them with gifts of the Spirit.
A reading from Acts.
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus,
where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you
became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then
he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said,
“John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to
come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in
tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them.
1

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 102)
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Alleluia. A voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, | the Beloved,* with whom I | am well
pleased.” Alleluia. (Matt. 3:17)
GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11
Mark reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit descends is
himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit.

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem
were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now
John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and
wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not
worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
4

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased.”
9
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The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Lisa Mitchell
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world,
and all people in need.
A brief silence.
For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they proclaim
the forgiveness of sins, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that God’s goodness
is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has made, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the nations of the world and their leaders, particularly for our own country and its people, for
laborers busy both day and night, and for peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to
use their strength wisely, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who show them
mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship, and for all who suffer, that God
shower compassion.
Holy God, we pray especially for:
● Charlene Adams; Officer Max Brewer;
● Sue and Russ Silver; Bob Johnson; Loretta and Wayne Meyer; Lisa and Scott Granholm.
● Julie Boyer; the family of Genet Johnson.
● Buster Lanham; Cindy Murphy; Robert and Betty.
● Sister Roberta; Sandy Staven; Cherie Mason.
● June Hix; Trudy Hanson; Hilton and Patti Austin; Charlie Kuni.
● Sandra Robinson; Steve Robinson; Rick Robinson.
● All healthcare workers.
● The underemployed and unemployed.
● All family members and friends who have COVID.
● Children, parents, teachers, and school administrators.
● All Saints’ Call Committee.
let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to school, for those seeking renewal in
their daily work, that all the beloved of God experience grace and peace, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, especially Brian Isaacson
and Genet Johnson’s cousin, that their witness inspire us in our baptismal vocations, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells
among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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---MEAL--God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
https://www.aplos.com/aws/give/AllSaintsLutheranChurch1/general
OFFERING of Bread and Wine
Preparing your bread and wine
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
O God,
receive these gifts as you receive us:
like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide.
Nourish us anew in your tender care,
and empower us in faithful service
to tend to others with this same love,
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace.
Amen.
+GREAT THANKSGIVING
+DIALOGUE (ELW p. 107)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
+PREFACE (ELW p. 108)
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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All
Lisa Mitchell
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+HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 108)

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Almighty Lord,
we praise your shining light, your glowing grace.
From before the earth’s foundation,
you loved us and promised us life forever.
Within the earth’s deep sadness,
we laud your great and glorious might.
Despite our tears and sinning,
we sing of the gladness of your mercy.
We praise your Son, our Morning Star.
Christ is our diamond bright,
our treasure dear.
He is our living Savior who has ransomed us in love.
He keeps us yours and fails us never—
today, tomorrow, and every day.
On the night before his great salvation,
he took bread and gave thanks,
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
With joy we tell our story:
Alleluia!
We call for your Spirit on us and this meal.
Refresh our souls with this heavenly food,
the body and blood of your Son.
Nourish us as branches of your tree,
and enlighten us with your undying flame.
We sing out to the Father, we ring out to the Son,
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we exult in the Spirit.
Transport us in our yearning,
and be for us the end and the beginning,
our purest pleasure, our victorious crown,
our never-ending love.
And so we pray and praise:
Amen.
+LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus.
Come and be fed.
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond: Amen
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 112)
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
Pastor Ruth Hamilton
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace unto
everlasting life.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Christ Jesus,
at this table we have feasted on your very life
and are strengthened for our journey.
Send us forth from this banquet
nourished in body and in spirit
to proclaim your good news
and serve others in your name.
Amen.

Lisa Mitchell

---SENDING--God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
God the Creator strengthen you;
Jesus the Beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the Comforter ☩ keep you in peace.
Amen.
SENDING SONG
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ELW 673
SEE FOLLOWING PAGE

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
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---PRAYER LIST--❖ Charlene Adams, for successful knee replacement on January 18.
❖ Officer Max Brewer, thanksgiving for healing of his left leg; for patience and resolve in dealing
with further surgery on his right leg - earlier surgeries were not successful.
❖ Sue & Russ Silver, thanksgiving for their safety in a car accident the week after Christmas.
Car was totaled, but they had only bruises from the seatbelts and airbags. Sue requests the
following info is used when contacting her: texts to her cell at (770) 598-0191 and email at
suecsilver@yahoo.com.
❖ Bob Johnson, for successful upcoming surgery related to kidney stone issues.
❖ Protection for Wayne Meyer, (80+ year-old uncle of Sharon Marion) who is hospitalized with
COVID and on oxygen; Sharon’s 80+ year-old aunt Loretta Meyer has COVID also.
❖ Lisa (co-worker of Laura Trittin) and Scott Granholm, for peace and reassurance after losing
everything in a house fire in Loganville the weekend before Christmas.
❖ Julie Boyer, praise for the medical team and staff who facilitated her breast cancer surgery;
prayers for healing and recovery.
❖ Protection for the family of Genet Johnson (Blandon’s wife), who have been caught up in
violence in Ethiopia. Her parents and siblings are still not out of the woods, but have
necessary medications now. Prayers for peace and comfort for the family of Genet’s cousin,
a government worker who was shot and killed in front of his wife and children.
❖ Buster Lanham (brother-in-law of Angela Kates), strength and courage while undergoing
chemo and daily radiation for inoperable Stage 2 pharyngeal cancer.
❖ Cindy Murphy, recovering from back surgery on December 14; PT is going well; MRIs in
early January to determine treatment for kidney issues.
❖ Robert (nephew of Betty Bradford), recovery after surgery and other major health concerns;
also for his 85 year-old mother Betty (sister-in-law of Betty Bradford), who is his caregiver.
❖ Sister Roberta, for renewed strength, energy, and patience in daily activities.
❖ Sandy Staven, for relief from hip pain, hip replacement surgery scheduled for this coming
Tuesday, January 12. Prayers for successful surgery and recovery.
❖ Cherie Mason, for relief from side effects of chemotherapy; thanksgiving for having completed
half of her chemo treatments.
❖ June Hix, for help with knee pain which causes difficulty in walking.
❖ Trudy Hanson, for peace and healing with chemotherapy and radiation for breast cancer.
❖ Hilton and Patti Austin, for strength, comfort, and courage for Hilton in hospice care.
❖ Charlie Kuni, for healing from a severe cold and determination of a surgery date for carotid
artery issues.
❖ Sandra Robinson, in her recovery from hospitalization for a severe infection related to MS.
❖ Steve Robinson (brother of Rick Robinson) in a new rehab facility for treatment of diabetes.
❖ Rick Robinson (Sandra Robinson’s husband), thanksgiving for healing.
❖ Prayers for children, parents, teachers, and school administrators, for guidance, wisdom, and
cooperation in making wise decisions for all.
❖ Prayers for All Saints’ Call Committee, as they move ahead in the Call Process.
❖ Sympathy and peace for the family of Brian Isaacson (cousin of Sharon Marion) who passed
away suddenly December 27 from blood clot issues. Prayers especially for his 14 year-old son
Wyatt, whose mother also passed away five years ago due to cancer.

