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Introduction to the day
Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah proclaims that the coming day
of the LORD will be filled with wrath and distress. Paul says it will come like a thief in the night
and urges us to be awake and sober. Jesus tells the parable of the talents, calling us to use our gifts,
while we still have time, for the greater and common good. In a world filled with violence and
despair, we gather around signs of hope—word, water, bread, and wine—eager to welcome the
good news of Christ’s coming among us.
---GATHERING--The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
ZOOM NARTHEX TIME
CONGREGATIONAL NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

9:50-10:05 am
Lisette Branscomb
Congregational President

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
Pastor Ruth Hamilton
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG (ELW p. 98)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor Ruth Hamilton
Let us pray.
Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all that
we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of
your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
---WORD--God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18
John Womack
Zephaniah (like the prophet Amos in last week’s first reading) presents the day of the LORD as one
of judgment and wrath. Descriptions of the last day in the New Testament include details taken
from Old Testament accounts of the day of the LORD.
A reading from Zephaniah.
Be silent before the Lord GOD!
For the day of the LORD is at hand;
the LORD has prepared a sacrifice,
he has consecrated his guests.
7

At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps,
and I will punish the people
who rest complacently on their dregs,
those who say in their hearts,
“The LORD will not do good,
nor will he do harm.”
13
Their wealth shall be plundered,
and their houses laid waste.
Though they build houses,
they shall not inhabit them;
though they plant vineyards,
they shall not drink wine from them.
12

The great day of the LORD is near,
near and hastening fast;
the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter,
the warrior cries aloud there.
15
That day will be a day of wrath,
a day of distress and anguish,
a day of ruin and devastation,
a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and thick darkness,
16
a day of trumpet blast and battle cry
against the fortified cities
and against the lofty battlements.
14

I will bring such distress upon people
that they shall walk like the blind;
because they have sinned against the LORD,
their blood shall be poured out like dust,
and their flesh like dung.
18
Neither their silver nor their gold
will be able to save them
on the day of the LORD’s wrath;
in the fire of his passion
the whole earth shall be consumed;
for a full, a terrible end
he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.
17

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 12
John Womack
So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. (Ps. 90:12)
Lord, you have | been our refuge
from one generation | to another.
2
Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the | earth were born,
from age to age | you are God.
3
You turn us back to the | dust and say,
“Turn back, O child- | ren of earth.”
4
For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when | it is past
and like a watch | in the night; R
5
you sweep them away | like a dream,
they fade away suddenly | like the grass:
6
in the morning it is | green and flourishes;
in the evening it is dried | up and withered.
7
For we are consumed | by your anger;
we are afraid because | of your wrath.
8
Our iniquities you have | set before you,
and our secret sins in the light | of your countenance. R
[ 9When you are angry, all our | days are gone;
we bring our years to an end | like a sigh.
10
The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength | even eighty;
yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, for they pass away quickly and | we are gone.
11
Who regards the power | of your wrath?
Who rightly fears your | indignation?
12
]
So teach us to num- | ber our days
that we may apply our | hearts to wisdom. R
1

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
John Womack
Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ’s return, we live faithfully in the
here and now as we anticipate the day when we will be given eternal salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ.

A reading from 1 Thessalonians.
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything
written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief
in the night. 3When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come
upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4But you,
beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5for you are all children of
light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6So then let us not fall asleep
as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who
are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has destined us not
for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and
build up each other, as indeed you are doing.
1

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 102)
Pastor Ruth Hamilton
Alleluia. Abide in me as I a- | bide in you;* those who abide in me | bear much fruit.
Alleluia. (John 15:4, 5)
GOSPEL: Matthew 25:14-30
Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient merely to maintain
things as they are. Those who await his return should make good use of the gifts that God has
provided them.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and
entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each
according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had received the five talents went off
at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the
two talents made two more talents. 18But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug
a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long time the master of those slaves
came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who had received the five talents came
forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I
have made five more talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave;
you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the
joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you
handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in
charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24Then the one who had received the one
talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you
did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid
your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master replied, ‘You wicked and
lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter?

Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have
received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with
the ten talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance;
but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless
slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ”
27

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Ruth Hamilton
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DEDICATION OF TIME, TALENT,
Pastor Ruth Hamilton
AND TREASURE PLEDGES
Let us pray:
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we humbly thank you for your goodness to us and to all that
you have made. We praise you for our creation and preservation, for keeping us and all things in
your care, and for all the blessings of life. Above all we bless you for your immeasurable love in
redeeming the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercy that with thankful hearts we praise you,
not only with our lips but in our lives, by giving ourselves to your service and by living in your
gift of holiness and righteousness all our days. Accept this promised offering of our selves, our
time, and possessions as a sign of our gratitude for your unending generosity and grace.
We pray this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Tom Wagner
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the
church, the world, and all in need.
Lord of the church, ignite your people with the passion of your love. By the fire of your Holy
Spirit, unify us across ministries, congregations, and denominations, and refine us to participate in
your activity throughout the world. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands and praise you for the beauty of
nature (local places of natural beauty may be named). Bless the earth for your glory and restore
its integrity where exploitation has caused ruin. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in the ears of all leaders. Increase concern for those
who are most vulnerable, especially as international leaders forge trade agreements and cooperate
to end human rights abuses. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress. Scatter the heavy clouds of depression,
chronic illness, unemployment, and loneliness with your radiant light. Send us as encouragement
and signs of your healing.
Holy God, we pray especially for:
● Charlene Meyer; Tom Miller; Joyce Holdrich; Jeff Smith; Buster Lanham.
● Keith Kessler and family; Cindy Murphy; Robert and Betty; Jessica Kraus.
● Sister Roberta; Sandy Staven; Cherie Mason; Margaret; June Hix; Trudy Hanson.
● Sharon O’Connor; Gail Guffey; Hilton and Patti Austin; Marjorie O’Brien.
● Jerry Barnes; Cherrie Scharnberg; Jim Scobee; Charlie Kuni.
● Ted Haag; Leisa Wiggley; Officer Max Brewer; Rosie Marks; Marta.
● Margaret Robinson; Rick Robinson; Sondra Fowler.
● Chris Holdrich, Stephanie, and all healthcare workers.
● Bob, Ingrid, Sonya, and Connie.
● Richard Kraus.
● Children, parents, teachers, and school administrators.
● All those impacted by or in the path of disasters and disaster response workers.

● All Saints’ Call Committee.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of life, we rejoice with prayers of thanksgiving for the birth of Kallen Emery Sharpe,
grandson of Joann and Brad Rosselle. Grant blessings to Kallen and his family throughout his life.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of the stranger, stir up holy restlessness in us to extend love to those at the margins. Release
our desire for control and open us to learn from the perspectives of others. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of the living and the dead, we give you thanks for all the saints at rest from their labors,
especially Marie Zagaglia and John Patrick Womack. Rouse us to live by their example, that saints
yet to come may also know your love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all
creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Pastor Ruth Hamilton

---MEAL--God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
https://www.aplos.com/aws/give/AllSaintsLutheranChurch1/general
OFFERING of Bread and Wine
Preparing your bread and wine

Pastor Ruth Hamilton

All

OFFERING PRAYER
Tom Wagner
Let us pray.
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill
us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ,
our redeemer and Lord.
Amen.
+GREAT THANKSGIVING
+DIALOGUE (ELW p. 107)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

+PREFACE (ELW p. 108)
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
+HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 108)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal:
surrounded by evil and bordered by death
we appeal to you,
our Sovereign, our Wisdom, and our Judge.
We praise you for Christ, who proclaimed your reign of peace
and promised an end to injustice and harm.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
the sacrifice of his life and death
and the victory of his resurrection,
we await with all the saints
his loving redemption of our suffering world.
Send your Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine
and on all who share in the body and blood of your Son:
teach us your mercy and justice,
and make all things new in Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

John Womack

Pastor Ruth Hamilton

in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.
+LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
There is a place for you at the banquet.
Come and feast at Jesus’ table.
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond: Amen
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 112)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.

John Womack

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
Pastor Ruth Hamilton
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace unto
everlasting life.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Tom Wagner
Let us pray.
Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your table with
food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world,
and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

---SENDING--God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
SENDING SONG

Pastor Ruth Hamilton
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
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---PRAYER LIST--❖ Charlene Meyer (mother of Sharon Marion), for comfort and peace living in a facility where
there are COVID cases
❖ Tom Miller (father-in-law of Abby Yale Miller), for healing in recovery from a brain infection;
physical therapy and rehab for 14 weeks
❖ Joyce Holdrich, for treatment plan for high heart rate (Afib); recent hospitalization
❖ Jeff Smith (cousin of Joann Rosselle), diagnosed with pancreatic cancer
❖ Buster Lanham (brother-in-law of Angela Kates), chemo and radiation for inoperable Stage 2
pharyngeal cancer
❖ Keith Kessler & family (former St. James members), Keith was recently diagnosed with an
incurable rare disease. Also for Sharon and Dave Anyan who have been friends with the
Kessler family for 40 years
❖ Cindy Murphy, for healing and pain relief for a pinched nerve in her back; thanksgiving for
diagnosis of kidney issues and treatment plan. Cindy misses everyone & thanks all for prayers
❖ Robert (nephew of Betty Bradford), recovery after surgery and other major health concerns;
also for his 85 year-old mother Betty (sister-in-law of Betty Bradford), who is his caregiver
❖ Jessica Kraus (niece of Bruce Kraus), diagnosed with Stage 4 Hodgkins Lymphoma, prayers
for strength as she begins chemotherapy
❖ Sister Roberta, for renewed strength and energy
❖ Sandy Staven, for relief from hip pain, waiting for a date for hip replacement surgery
❖ Cherie Mason, recovery from biopsy, biopsy diagnosis and upcoming chemotherapy
❖ Margaret (friend of Laura Trittin’s mother Carol), stage 4 kidney disease; searching for a living
donor
❖ June Hix, difficulty walking and sinus issues
❖ Trudy Hanson, chemotherapy for breast cancer beginning Nov. 16, radiation to follow
❖ Sharon O’Connor, health issues
❖ Gail Guffey, mother-in-law of Sandy (Cherie Mason’s daughter), in hospice after suffering a
massive stroke, now responsive and being considered for rehab
❖ Hilton and Patti Austin, for peace and comfort in making the decision to cancel Hilton’s
laryngectomy surgery in favor of pain management treatment and eventual hospice care
❖ Marjorie O’Brien, health issues
❖ Jerry Barnes, for COPD and health issues
❖ Cherrie Scharnberg (friend of Cherie Mason), healing from brain surgery
❖ Jim Scobee, recovering from heart valve replacement on October 21, prayers for patience and
regained strength and energy. Jim thanks everyone at All Saints for their cards and phone calls.
❖ Charlie Kuni, for a diagnosis of arterial issues
❖ Ted Haag (friend of Joyce & John Holdrich for 60 yrs), for healing from ongoing lung cancer,
undergoing chemo, prognosis is not favorable
❖ Leisa Wiggley (friend of All Saints’ quilters), for healing from pancreatic cancer
❖ APD Officer Max Brewer, now home, for healing and successful rehab and therapy
❖ Rosie Marks (Cherie Mason’s sister-in-law), for her recovery from colon cancer surgery
❖ Marta (long-time friend of Rica Kelly), for healing from health issues
❖ Margaret Robinson (mother-in-law of Sandra Robinson), recovering from broken hip and falls

❖ Rick Robinson (Sandra Robinson’s husband), for healing
❖ Sondra Fowler (cousin of Sandra Robinson), for healing after the death of her husband
❖ Chris Holdrich (John & Joyce Holdrich’s grandson) and Stephanie (friend of Joann Rosselle),
for guidance and protection in their work as healthcare workers
❖ Bob (brother of Cherie Mason), Ingrid, Sonya, Connie – underemployed/unemployed
❖ Richard Kraus (father of Bruce Kraus) and others for reassurance and safety living in facilities
where COVID-19 may be present
❖ Children, parents, teachers, and school administrators, for guidance, wisdom, and cooperation
in making wise decisions for all as schools re-open
❖ All those impacted by or in the path of disasters and disaster response workers, locally,
nationally, and around the world
❖ All Saints’ Call Committee, as they prepare the Congregational Profile and move ahead in the
Call Process
❖ Kallen Emery Sharpe (grandson of Joann and Brad Rosselle), born November 5
❖ Comfort and peace for the family and friends of Marie Zagaglia, who passed away this week.
We ask special mercies for Jeannette and Ray Sanders in their grief
❖ Comfort and peace for the family and friends of John Patrick Womack (father of John
Womack), especially for John, Augusta Womack (John’s stepmother), and John’s siblings

