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Introduction to the day
In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from which they
were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of
faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges
us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our
individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual
worship through word and deed.
---GATHERING--The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
NARTHEX TIME
WELCOME TO WORSHIP/GREETING
CONGREGATIONAL NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our
strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the
world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
---WORD--God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
ESPECIALLY FOR CHILDREN

Kevin Swanson

FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6
Barb Litke
Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God offers
comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never end.
A reading from Isaiah.
1
Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness,
you that seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn,
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
2
Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when I called him,
but I blessed him and made him many.
3
For the LORD will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places,
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation;
for a teaching will go out from me,
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
5
I will bring near my deliverance swiftly,
my salvation has gone out
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
6
Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats;
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.
4

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 138

John Womack

O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever. (Ps. 138:8)

I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with | my whole heart;
before the gods I will | sing your praise.
2
I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your steadfast |
love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things.
3
When I called, you | answered me;
you increased my | strength within me.
4
All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words | of your mouth. R
5
They will sing of the ways | of the LORD,
that great is the glory | of the LORD.
6
The LORD is high, yet cares | for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty | from afar.
7
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right | hand shall save me.
8
You will make good your pur- | pose for me;
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works | of your hands. R
1

SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8
Barb Litke
In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives.
Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by the
Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, but
all forms of ministry function to build up the body of Christ.
A reading from Romans.
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed
to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is
the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.
3
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly
than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith
1

that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have
the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members
one of another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in
proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation;
the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 102)
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Alleluia. You are | the Messiah,* the Son of the | living God. Alleluia. (Matt. 16:16)
GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20
Pastor Ruth Hamilton
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son
of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very
gates of Hades.
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah,
and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I
am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to
you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my
church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom
of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he
was the Messiah.
13

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Indescribable

From the highest of heights to the depths of
the sea
Creations revealing Your majesty
From the colors of fall to the fragrance of
spring
Every creature unique in the song that it
sings
All exclaiming
Indescribable, uncontainable,
You placed the stars in the sky and You
know them by name.
You are amazing God
All powerful, untameable,
Awestruck we fall to our knees as we
humbly proclaim
You are amazing God
Who has told every lightning bolt where it
should go
Or seen heavenly storehouses laden with
snow
Who imagined the sun and gives source to
its light
Yet conceals it to bring us the coolness of
night
None can fathom
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Celebration Band

Indescribable, uncontainable,
You placed the stars in the sky and You
know them by name
You are amazing God
All powerful, untameable,
Awestruck we fall to our knees as we
humbly proclaim
You are amazing God
You are amazing God
Indescribable, uncontainable,
You placed the stars in the sky and You
know them by name.
You are amazing God
All powerful, untameable,
Awestruck we fall to our knees as we
humbly proclaim
You are amazing God
Indescribable, uncontainable,
You placed the stars in the sky and You
know them by name.
You are amazing God
Incomparable, unchangeable
You see the depths of my heart and You
love me the same
You are amazing God
You are amazing God
Jack Branscomb

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.
A brief silence.
Lord our rock, you are our foundation in Jesus Christ, your Son, whom we confess as the living
God. Prepare your church for its mission in bearing witness to Christ, both here at home and
throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You call forth praises from the far reaches of the universe to the smallest of creatures. Join our
songs to theirs, that a spirit of praise and thanksgiving will arouse us to cherish this wondrous
home you give us. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord. Direct the leaders of countries, legislators and
magistrates, mayors and councils, to walk in your ways. Help leaders regard those in need with
mercy and fulfill your loving purposes in the governance of peoples. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us, deliver us, and fulfill your purpose for
us. According to your steadfast love, grant healing and wholeness to those who are bereaved, in
trouble or adversity, or sick and in need of care. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
You call us into this community (name), in which we, though many, are one in Christ. May we
recognize in ourselves and in one another the unique gifts you have given us for the building up
of the church for the sake of the world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Gracious God, we pray especially for:
• Rob and Tara Lystad, their new baby son Thomas Michael and grandparents Sue and
Jerry Lystad.
• Cherrie Scharnberg; Jim Scobee: Amy Cauble; Lisa Mitchell; Ian Mitchell; Charlie
Kuni.
• Cathy; Kevin; Ted Haag; Sherry Lang.
• Leisa Wiggley; Officer Max Brewer; Bronwyn Yale Blanco; Rosie Marks; Marta; Sheila
Wagner; Margaret Robinson; Rick Robinson; Sondra Fowler; and Pinky Palm.
• Chris Holdrich, Stephanie, and all healthcare workers.
• Rob and Maija Miller.
• Bob, Ingrid, Sonya, Connie, and Phillip.
• Doni Saunders, Joanne Heckman, and Richard Kraus.
• The Szalkowski Family.
• Children, parents, teachers, and school administrators.
The people of Beirut, Lebanon.You are the everlasting Rock from which we were hewn, and you
restore your people to joy and gladness. In blessed memory and hope, we thank you for the lives
of our beloved dead, especially Scott Crain and Lee McCurry. Bring us with them to our heavenly
home. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
---MEAL--God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
https://www.aplos.com/aws/give/AllSaintsLutheranChurch1/general
OFFERING of Bread and Wine
Preparing your bread and wine

All

OFFERING PRAYER
Jack Branscomb
Let us pray.
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill
us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ,
our redeemer and Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
+DIALOGUE (ELW p. 107)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
+PREFACE (ELW p. 108)
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+HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 108)

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation,
the plants and animals,
the seas and stars
were whole and well in your praise.
When sin had scarred the world,
you sent your Son to heal our ills
and to form us again into one.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his acts of healing,
his body given up,
and his victory over death,
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.

John Womack

+LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond: Amen.
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 112)
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POST-COMMUNON BLESSING
Pastor Ruth Hamilton
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Jack Branscomb
Let us pray.
Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your table with
food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world,
and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

---SENDING--God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
SENDING SONG
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Rob & Tara Lystad, for the blessing of their baby son Thomas Michael, for big brothers RJ &
James, and grandparents Sue & Jerry
Cherrie Scharnberg (friend of Cherie Mason), healing from brain surgery August 13
Jim Scobee, heart surgery on August 26
Amy Cauble, Lisa Mitchell, & Ian Mitchell, recovering from COVID-19
Charlie Kuni, for a diagnosis of arterial issues
Cathy H. (friend of Joann Rosselle), hospitalized with COVID-19 and on a ventilator
Kevin L. (Joann & Brad Rosselle’s dentist), recovering at home from COVID-19
Ted Haag (friend of Joyce & John Holdrich for 60 yrs), for healing from ongoing lung cancer,
undergoing chemo, prognosis is not favorable
Sherry Lang (sister of Sheila Wagner), for healing from hip replacement surgery
Leisa Wiggley (friend of All Saints’ quilters), for healing from cancer
APD Officer Max Brewer, now home, for healing and successful rehab and therapy
Bronwyn Yale Blanco
Rosie Marks (Cherie Mason’s sister-in-law), struggling with recovery from colon cancer
surgery
Marta (long-time friend of Rica Kelly), for healing from health issues
Sheila Wagner
Margaret Robinson (mother-in-law of Sandra Robinson), recovering from broken hip and falls
Rick Robinson (Sandra Robinson’s husband), for healing
Sondra Fowler (friend of Sandra Robinson), for healing
Pinky Palm (wife of Pastor Randy Palm, Rock of Ages), healing from a broken femur
Chris Holdrich (John & Joyce Holdrich’s grandson) and Stephanie (friend of Joann Rosselle),
for guidance and protection in their work as healthcare workers
Bob (brother of Cherie Mason), unemployed due to COVID-19
Rob & Maija Miller (Sue Martinson’s niece) – financial issues with disability status & move to
Wisconsin
Ingrid, Sonya, Connie, Phillip – underemployed/unemployed
Doni Saunders (friend of Cherie Mason); Joanne Heckman; Richard Kraus (father of Bruce
Kraus) – for reassurance and safety living in facilities where COVID-19 is present
Jerry & Jackie Szalkowski – for smooth transition to new living arrangements; health issues;
Jerry’s retirement
Children, parents, teachers, and school administrators – guidance, wisdom, and cooperation in
making wise decisions for all as schools prepare to re-open
The people of Beirut, Lebanon for comfort in their grief, for healing and recovery of their city
in the aftermath of the explosion
Comfort and peace for Stacey, the wife of Scott Crain, his children, and all his friends and
family. Scott, who passed away from COVID-19, was a friend and coworker of Sheila Wagner
and a Parent Mentor with Hall Co. schools
Comfort and peace for the family & friends of Lee McCurry (friend of the Yale family), young
man who passed away unexpectedly

