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Introduction to the day
In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. When the
Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him and to God what
belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God rather than
to any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in the service of
God and for the sake of the world.
---GATHERING--The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
NARTHEX TIME
CONGREGATIONAL NEWS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

9:50-10:05 am
Lisette Branscomb
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Pastor Ruth Hamilton

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor Ruth Hamilton
Let us pray.
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; created
for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
---WORD--God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1-7
Mary Kay Kates
The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the LORD has anointed to end
Israel’s exile. The LORD makes this choice so that the whole world will recognize this LORD as the
only God. Persia had a god of light and a god of darkness; the LORD claims sovereignty over both
light and darkness.
A reading from Isaiah.
1

Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus,
whose right hand I have grasped
to subdue nations before him
and strip kings of their robes,
to open doors before him—
and the gates shall not be closed:
2
I will go before you
and level the mountains,
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze
and cut through the bars of iron,
3
I will give you the treasures of darkness
and riches hidden in secret places,
so that you may know that it is I, the LORD,
the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
4
For the sake of my servant Jacob,
and Israel my chosen,
I call you by your name,
I surname you, though you do not know me.
5
I am the LORD, and there is no other;
besides me there is no god.
I arm you, though you do not know me,
6
so that they may know, from the rising of the sun
and from the west, that there is no one besides me;
I am the LORD, and there is no other.
7
I form light and create darkness,
I make weal and create woe;
I the LORD do all these things.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13]
Ascribe to the LORD honor and power. (Ps. 96:7)

Mary Kay Kates

Sing to the LORD| a new song;
sing to the LORD, | all the earth.
2
Sing to the LORD, bless the name | of the LORD;
proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day.
3
Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations
and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples.
4
For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised,
more to be feared | than all gods. R
5
As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols;
but you, O LORD, have | made the heavens.
6
Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence;
power and splendor are in your | sanctuary.
7
Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power.
8
Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the | holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts | of the LORD. R
9
Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness;
tremble before the LORD, | all the earth.
10
[
Tell it out among the nations: “The | LORD is king!
The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peo- | ples with
equity.”
11
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the | earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that | is therein.
12
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your com- | ing, O LORD,
for you come to | judge the earth.
13
You will judge the | world with righteousness
and the peoples | with your truth. R
]
1

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Mary Kay Kates
Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and
reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of faith,
love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian communities.
A reading from 1 Thessalonians.
1

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace.

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly
remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has
chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power
and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved
to be among you for your sake. 6And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of
persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an
2

3

example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded
forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become
known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9For the people of those regions report about us
what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living
and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who
rescues us from the wrath that is coming.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22
Pastor Ruth Hamilton
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First
they ask if God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar.
Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they sent their disciples
to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the
way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people
with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?”
18
But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites?
19
Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20Then he said to them,
“Whose head is this, and whose title?” 21They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them,
“Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are
God’s.” 22When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away.
15

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY
Lift Every Voice and Sing
ELW 841
Video Performance by Mount Zion High School Men’s Chorus, directed by John Womack
With the Morehouse Glee Club and Atlanta Symphony Orchestra
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Mary Kay Kates
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in
need.
Gracious God, you call us by name and invite us to share your good news. Send your Holy Spirit
among preachers, missionaries, and evangelists. We give thanks for the witness of your servant
Luke, the evangelist, whom the church commemorates today. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of praise, the heavens and all creation declare your salvation. From the rising of the sun to its
setting, may the whole universe show forth your goodness. Raise up devoted stewards of all that
you have made. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of all, may your word of justice sound forth in every place. Restore divided nations and
communities with reconciling truth. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
God of light, we pray for those living with pain, illness, isolation, grief, anger, or doubt. Join their
voices in a new song, assuring them that you call them each by name.
Gracious God, we pray especially for:
• Cindy Murphy; Robert and Betty; Jessica Kraus; Sister Roberta; Sandy Staven.
• Joann Rosselle; Cherie Mason; Dixie Wigbels; Doni Saunders.
• Margaret; June Hix; Trudy Hanson; Sharon O’Connor; Gail Guffey; Hilton Austin.
• Marjorie O’Brien; Jerry Barnes; Cherrie Scharnberg; Jim Scobee; Charlie Kuni; Ted Haag.
• Leisa Wiggley; Officer Max Brewer; Bronwyn Yale Blanco; Rosie Marks; Marta.
• Margaret Robinson; Rick Robinson; Sondra Fowler.
• Chris Holdrich, Stephanie, and all healthcare workers.
• Bob, Ingrid, Sonya, Connie, and Phillip.
• Joanne Heckman and Richard Kraus.
• Children, parents, teachers, and school administrators.
• All those impacted by or in the path of disasters and disaster response workers.
• All Saints’ Call Committee.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of truth, you show no partiality. May your spirit guide the work of justices, magistrates, court
officials, and all vocations of the law, that your promise of restoration may be known. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Living God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, so raise up those who have died in you. We give
thanks for their witness, confident of your rescuing welcome for all. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name
of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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---MEAL--God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
https://www.aplos.com/aws/give/AllSaintsLutheranChurch1/general
OFFERING of Bread and Wine
Preparing your bread and wine

All

OFFERING PRAYER
Mary Kay Kates
Let us pray.
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill
us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ,
our redeemer and Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
+DIALOGUE (ELW p. 107)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
+PREFACE (ELW p. 108)
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
+HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 108)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation,
the plants and animals,
the seas and stars
were whole and well in your praise.
When sin had scarred the world,
you sent your Son to heal our ills
and to form us again into one.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
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broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his acts of healing,
his body given up,
and his victory over death,
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.
+LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond: Amen

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 112)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
Pastor Ruth Hamilton
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Pastor Ruth Hamilton
Let us pray.
Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your table with
food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world,
and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
---SENDING--God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
SENDING SONG
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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---PRAYER LIST--❖ Cindy Murphy, for healing and relief from pain for a pinched nerve in her back
❖ Robert (nephew of Betty Bradford), recovery after surgery and other major health concerns;
also for his 85 year-old mother Betty (sister-in-law of Betty Bradford), who is his caregiver
❖ Jessica Kraus (niece of Bruce Kraus), diagnosed with Hodgkins Lymphoma, prayers for
strength and best possible outcome
❖ Sister Roberta, for renewed strength and energy
❖ Sandy Staven, for relief from hip pain, waiting for a date for hip replacement surgery
❖ Joann Rosselle, recovering from hospital stay for fever and dehydration
❖ Cherie Mason, for upcoming biopsy and chemotherapy
❖ Dixie Wigbels, for healing in her recovery after a bad fall
❖ Doni Saunders (friend of Cherie Mason), in hospice care in Los Angeles
❖ Margaret (friend of Laura Trittin’s mother Carol), stage 4 kidney disease and searching for a
living donor
❖ June Hix, difficulty walking and sinus issues
❖ Trudy Hanson, second surgery October 20 for breast cancer
❖ Sharon O’Connor, health issues
❖ Gail Guffey, mother-in-law of Sandy (Cherie Mason’s daughter), in hospice after suffering a
massive stroke, now responsive and being considered for rehab
❖ Hilton Austin, discernment in making decisions regarding cancer treatment
❖ Marjorie O’Brien, health issues
❖ Jerry Barnes, recovering after being hospitalized for pneumonia
❖ Cherrie Scharnberg (friend of Cherie Mason), healing from brain surgery August 13
❖ Jim Scobee, heart valve replacement on October 21, possible additional future surgery for
artery repair. Jim thanks everyone at All Saints for their cards and phone calls.
❖ Charlie Kuni, for a diagnosis of arterial issues
❖ Ted Haag (friend of Joyce & John Holdrich for 60 yrs), for healing from ongoing lung cancer,
undergoing chemo, prognosis is not favorable
❖ Leisa Wiggley (friend of All Saints’ quilters), for healing from cancer
❖ APD Officer Max Brewer, now home, for healing and successful rehab and therapy
❖ Bronwyn Yale Blanco
❖ Rosie Marks (Cherie Mason’s sister-in-law), for her recovery from colon cancer surgery
❖ Marta (long-time friend of Rica Kelly), for healing from health issues
❖ Margaret Robinson (mother-in-law of Sandra Robinson), recovering from broken hip and falls
❖ Rick Robinson (Sandra Robinson’s husband), for healing
❖ Sondra Fowler (cousin of Sandra Robinson), for healing after the death of her husband
❖ Chris Holdrich (John & Joyce Holdrich’s grandson) and Stephanie (friend of Joann Rosselle),
for guidance and protection in their work as healthcare workers
❖ Bob (brother of Cherie Mason), Ingrid, Sonya, Connie, Phillip – underemployed/unemployed
❖ Joanne Heckman and Richard Kraus (father of Bruce Kraus) for reassurance and safety living
in facilities where COVID-19 is present
❖ Children, parents, teachers, and school administrators, for guidance, wisdom, and cooperation
in making wise decisions for all as schools re-open
❖ All those impacted by or in the path of disasters and disaster response workers, especially those
on the West Coast and the Gulf Coast
❖ All Saints’ Call Committee, as they prepare the Congregational Profile and move ahead in the
Call Process

